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North Central Division

Precipitation on the upper Great Lakes was again mach below average while the lower
1akes recelved above average rainfall during the month of June. Lake Superlor
received less than 50% of normal precipitation, while the Michigan-Huron basin was at
80%. However, Lakes Erle and Ontario stood at 140% and 120% of normal according to
preliminary reports. The lake level situation and outlook continues to improve, as
can be seen on the attached Monthly Bulletin. Lakes Superior and Ontarlo are at
thelr long-term mean monthly levels. However, the middle lakes, Lakes
Michigan—Huron, gt, Clair and Erle, are still high and could have significant
flooding and cause severe erosion during the next fall and spring storm seasons.

The International Joint Commission (IJC) is continuing to direct the outflows for
Lakes Superlor and ontario. The Lake Superior outflow according to Plan 1977 1s
continuing during July and will decrease from 76,000 cubic feet per gsecond (cfs) to a
discharge of about 55,000 cfs. The Lake Ontario outflow continues to be regulated
under an emergency actilon known as Criterion (k) and provided for in the 1JC's Orders
of Approval. During June the discharges down the St. Lawrence River were decreased
slightly as Lake Ontarlo continued 1ts seasonal decline. The emergency action
through June has reduced the Lake Ontario level by about 2-1/2 feet below the level

that would have occurred without regulation.

Under the authority of Public Law 84-99, the Corps of Engineers has continued with
the Advance Measures program, which consists of constructing preventive works prior
to a flood threat to 1life and property. To date, construction has been completed at
elght project sites and is pending or underway at five others, all of which are
located in I1linois, Michigan and Ohio. These and any remalning viable projects will
be expedited as much as possible to ensure completion either prior to the next fall

or spring storm seasons.
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The Corps of Engineers' "Self-Help" program of distributing sandbags, sand and
plastic sheeting to threatened communities is continuing. In view of the current and
predicted lake levels, 1t is our intention to continue the program through next
spring. You should call your local or state disaster asslstance agencles to obtain

materlals and assistance under this program.

On the IJC's Great Lakes water level study, development of study plans continues.
Copies of the IJC's Lake Levels Study Directive are available from both the U.S. and

Canadlan Sectlon Offices of the IJC.

You have my assurance that these updates will continue to accompany the monthly
bulletin until all the lakes return to safe levels.

rigadier General, USA
Commanding




